
















Road Agents, Town Treasurer, School Treasurer, Trustees
and Treasurer of the Public Library,
A XI)-




Financial Year Ending February 15, 1897,
-WITH I'HE-
I'/TAL STATISTICS FOR 1896,
AS PREPARED BY THE TOWN CLERK.
DOVER, N. H. :
SCALES & QUIMBY, PRINTERS,
1897.
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Durham, in the County of
Strafford, in Said State, qualified to rote in town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
I )urham. on Tuesday, the ninth day of March next, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon l he following subjects, viz. :
i. To choose a Town Clerk for the ensuing year.
2. To choose three Selectmen for the ensuing year.
3. To choose one or more Road Agents for the ensuing
year.
4. To choose Auditors, Town Treasurer, Collector of
Taxes, and all other necessary town officers for the ensuing
\ ear.
5. To see if the Town will vote to allow a discount on
Taxes that are paid on or before July 1st, and how much.
6. To see if the down will vote to prohibit the use of
sidewalks for Bicycle riders.
7. d'o see what sum of money the down will vote to
raise to pay the necessary town charges.
8. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
pay T. YV. Covering's salary as Fish and Came Warden for
1896, agreeable to a petition signed by C. Id. Whitcher and
nine other legal voters.
9. d'o transact any other business that may legally come
before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this twentieth day of
February in the year of our Lord one thousand light hundred
ninety-seven.
DANIEL CHESLEY, 1 Selectmen
FRANK K. DOE, 0/
GEORGE S. CAVERNO, ) Durham.
A true copy. Attest :
DANIEL CHESLEY, ) Selectmen
FRANK E. DOE, of
GEORGE S. CAVERNO, ) Durham.
REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.









Stock in public funds,
Stock in banks,
Stock in corporations,




County, town and school taxes,
Highway tax,
I .ee school tax,





















STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.
Paid Solon A. Carter, state tax Sl -375 °°
"
George D. Nowell, county tax, 2,237 80
Received railroad tax,
'
5 2 3 5 2
"
Savings Bank tax, 951 01
"
Literary fund, 109 90
$1,584.43
State tax deducted, 1 ,375 ot)
Balance received from the State, $209 43
SCHOOL MONEY.
Amount by law required, $1,375 00
Voted in school meeting, 650 00
" " " for insurance. 100 00
Appropriated in town meeting to be
used for Memorial Services, 20 00
Literary fund from State, 109 90
School books and supplies, 200 00
balance of dog licences for 1896, 80 82
$2,535 72
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES.
Paid E. A. Marston, repairs on Joy bridge, $34 00
"P. \V. Lovering, watching at Falls bridge, r 50
F. E. Doe, time and expense at Falls
bridge at time of Ereshet, r 50
David Stevens, labor and expense in
Woodman cemetery, 20 50
David Stevens, setting rings in stone posts, 75
1-;. M. Davis, labor in Griffith's cemetery, 4 00
F. E. Doe, insurance on town building, 45 00
F. E. Doe, repairs on town hall and mate
rial lor same, 5 50
Win. lc Nason, legal advice in 1^95, . 5 00
I), Chesley, services and expense as
ilth officer, 1895, 1 60
5
Paid C. M. Jones, fumigating Demeritt Dor-
mitory, 1895, 4 75
(leo. E. Varney, services of Dover Fire
Dept. at Durham, May 8, 1896, 35 00
G. A. Merrill, watching one day and
night at time of fire, May 8, 1896, 3 50
A. B. Woodman, interest on note June 14,
'95 to Dec. 14, '96, 85
00
John Kivel, legal advice in 1895, 30
00
Albert Young, burying hog, 75
Abial Young, burying horse, 2 00
C. P. Bancroft, bal. of board of Lavina
Tuttle, 25 43
F. H. Foss, blank book for treasurer, 275
11. F. Fogg, labor and expense on roads
March, 1896, 14 7?
C. L. Jenness, 200 lbs. wire fencing, 5
00
Wm. F. Nason, legal advice in 1896, 5 00
[.II. Stevens, services and expense in
Tuttle case, 100 00
O. D.Stevens, births and deaths returned, 2 00
(leo. W. Palmer, services as special po-
lice, Nov. 3, 1896, 2 00
Daniel Chesley, one day to Mattapan and
expenses and two days to Dover in
Tuttle case, 9 8o
$450 05
' BOUNTIES.
Paid G. D. Stevens for 6 hawks, 1 5°
G. S. Caverno, for 3 hawks, 75
1 )aniel Cheslev, for 1 2 hawks, 3 00
H 25
DAMAGE BY DOGS.
Paid J. D. Hayes, 1 sheep killed and
t injured, $4 50
Paid G. W: Burnham, i sheep killed. 3 00
A. Demerrit, 1 sheep killed and 1 injured, 5 00
Nancy H. Higgins, 5 hens killed, 3 75
J. W. Berry, 3 hens and 2 chickens killed, 2 00
$18 25
J. B. Smith, 15. & A. dividends to Jan. 1, '97, $104 00
GENERAL EXPENSES.
Paid J. H. Smart, janitor and repairs on
town hall, 9 50
F. H. Pinkham, printing annual re-
ports and check lists, 69 20
P. C. Eastman, legal blanks and books
for clerk, 6 49
J. P. Melzer, printing and dog licence
book,
Scales & Ouimbv, printing'blanks,
Star Pub. Co., printing Town orders,




E. M. Davis, services as Supervisor for
1 895-1896,
A. Demeritt, services as Supervisor of
School check lists 1894-1895
j. W. Burnham, water in public trough
Oct. 12, 1864 to Apr. !2, 1,896, 75 00
f. W. burnham, water in public trough
Apr. 12. 1896 to Jan. 12. 1897, 37 50
Daniel Chesley, services as Overseer of
the Poor, 25 00




( '.. S. Caverno, " " |<> 00




Paid G. I). Stevens, services as Town Clerk, 50 00
T. M. Stevens, wood for lobby and clean-
ing lobby, 7 50
}. M. Stevens, salary as Police Officer, 15 00
|. M. Stevens, for transients in full to Dec.
30, 1896, 36 75
[. M. Stevens, for transients in full to
Feb 15, 1 S97 , 1400




]. VV. Hall, use of watering trough and
repairs 1895-6, 1 2 00
1). W. Watson, services as Supervisor
1895-6, 18 00
('. S. I.angley, services as Supervisor
1S95-6, 18 00
C. S. I.angley, salary of School Board,
1X96, 50 00
C. S. Langley, salary as Treasurer of
School Board, 1896, to 00
Daniel Chesley, time and expense to set-
tle State tax. 5 00
Daniel Chesley, express, postage and
stationery, 2 92
G. S. Caverno, postage and stationery, 40
M. H. Mathes, salary as Tax Collector
in part, 75 °°
M. H. Mathes, salary as Road Agent, 45 00
" " tax bills, postage and sta-
tionery, . 5 00
A. VV. Griffiths, salary as Road Agent, 15 So
Sam'l Runlett, Jr., salary as Road Ag't, 56 00
$871 01
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Paid Mary E. Smith for books for 1S96, $225 00
8
Paid Mary E. Smith, incidental expenses, $100
02
" " insurance for 3 years, 105 00
$430 02
ABATEMENTS.






A. W.Demeritt, overtaxed on Dormitory,
1895,
8 83
M. H. Mathes, Tax list of 1894, 7-°°






Paid E. A. Marston, breaking roads 1895-6, $2 50
H. F. Fogg,
" " Mar. 1896, 5 70
M. H. Mathes, expense breaking roads
1896,
2 3 7C




Paid M. H. Mathes, Road Agent, $636 13
A. W. Griffiths,







Paid Lucien Thompson, $2 00
Charles A. Smart, 2 00
$4 00
RECAPITULATION.




Schools, $2,535 7 2
ROAD AGENT'S REPORT.
In making my first report to the tax payers of the Town
of Durham, I deem it my duty to explain how and where the
money entrusted to my care has been expended. At a meet-
ing of the Road Agents to arrange for the division of the
money appropriated, it was agreed that 8500.00 would be
enough to make all needed repairs on my section. I there-
fore make this report to show why I have exceeded my part of
the road money. It will be remembered that the terrible
freshet of March 1, 1896, wrought sad havoc with the bridge
atWiswall's Mills; at the time when the water was at its high
est, a large cake of ice crowded under the bridge, raising the
entire structure ; fortunately the ice slipped through letting
the bridge tall back into place, leaving the planks thrown up
like straws in every direction and with the loss of one stringer.
My first estimate was that $50.00 would restore the bridge to
its original condition, but as the water subsided I found that
the foundation stone under the corner of one of the abut-
ments had been swept away ; this, of course, made it nee
to rebuild the abutment. \s this was my first public work,
and knowing that the safety oi the traveling public depended
on me, the only thing to d > was to repair the damage, which
1 proceeded to do on April 1st. and in six days the job was
1 1
completed, the abutment rebuilt, new plank entire for one
bridge and two new stringers for the other, and railings put
up substantially and boarded, at a cost of $189.26.
The next important work was on the Dry bridge, so
called, near the residence of T. H. Wiswall. This work was
commenced none too soon, as on removing the bridge the
stringers were found badly decayed ; some of them would not
hold together to remove; one abutment was rebuilt and one-
half of the other, eight new stringers, and 200 feet of new
railing at a total cost of S2S.90.
Of my other work I would say, that although in some
cases it would be considered "blind work," it was work that was
necessary to be done
—that was the rebuilding of the culverts.
Of these may be mentioned : one near the residence of
Leonard Philbrick, one near the residence T. H. \\"iswall, one
near the residence of Joseph bascom ; new cement tile to re-
place old bridge plank, and another of the same material op-
posite the' house of Leander Hutcherson. On the turnpike
one rebuilt and mostly new material furnished ; below the res-
idence of Geo. Mathes: another 45 ft. in length near school
house, new one ft. tile ; another new cement tile opposite the
driveway of Geo. P. Demeritt, and another on the old road near
the entrance to looses G. Woodman's road. In some cases
complaint was made to me, and suit against the town threat-
ened in case I neglected to fix them satisfactorily. I have
satisfied all complainants, but there are still several culverts in
my section in bad shape which will need attention in the near
future. Of my other work, I would say that 1 have put the
road in shape with the road machine over all my section. In
one place between the Lee line and Newmarket line, in the
Hook (so called), the road was put in shape where nothing
had been done before for seven years. And on different por-
tions of my section, where needed most. 2S1 loads of gravel
have been put on the past season, and the work was all done,
with the exception of some emergency jobs, before July so
*
1 2
that the people had the benefit of a good road for their sum-
mer travel.
I give below an account of my receipts and expenditures :
Arioch W. Griffiths, Road Agent, in Account with the Town
ofDurham.
Received.
1S96, Received of the Selectmen, $139 00
1896, Received of the Selectmen, 5000
1896, Received of the Selectmen, 166 85
1896, Received of the Selectmen, 50 00
Feb. 15, 2S97, Received of the Selectmen, 100 00
Feb. 15, 1897, Received of the Selectmen,
Feb. 15, 1897, Received of the Selectmen,
July
»3
Paid John Sullivan, labor,
Mary A. Francis, gravel,
Austin Doeg, labor,
Charles G. Morse, labor,
George W. Dame, labor,
Mrs. H. R. Dame, labor,
Wm. E. Fernald, labor,
Daniel Sullivan, labor,
Frank J. Bunker, labor,
Hunkin H. Dame, labor,
John H. Scott, labor,
George E. Doe, labor,
Eben F. Doe, labor,
Albert De Meritt, labor,
Eben M. Davis, labor,
H. F. Fogg, labor,
George H. Whitcher, labor,
Albert L. Comings, labor,
Leonard Bunker, labor.
N. H. College, tile,
Roscoe S. Otis, labor,
A. A. Chase, labor,
Griffiths Bros., labor, men and teams,
Adelbert J. Snow, labor one hour,
John W. Webb, labor,
Bert P. Thompson, labor,
Charles F. Pendergast, labor,
George E. Dame, labor and gravel,
Peter McKone, labor,
Leonard R. Philbrick, labor.
Charles E. Hall, labor,
Daniel T. Woodman, labor,
Arioch W. Griffiths, services as Road Ag't, 15 80
Balance in my hands,
S649 98
Respectfully submitted,




A. Ransom, 5 1-2 days on road,
G. A. Merrill, material and blasting,
H. M. Runlett, 8 days on road,
E. P. Runlett, spreading gravel 2 days,
J. S. Drew, labor on culvert,
J. E. Simpson, 4 days on road,
H. H. Dame, labor with team and man,
David Stevens, blasting on road,
L. B. Bunker, drawing gravel,
E. P. Runlett, labor on road,
T. W. Lovering, labor on road,
Eugene L. Moore, 1 load gravel drawn,
W. A. Gate, 1-2 day labor on road,
J. Voung, 15 hrs. on culvert and road,
Mattis Hanson, sharpening drills,
D. T. Woodman, labor, material for r'ds,
H. Tuttle, 1-2 day with team,
J. S. Abbott, 30 loads of gravel at 10c,
J. M. Willey, 34 ft. 8 in. pipe at 15c,
N. Jenkins, 25 loads gravel,
E. A. Andrews, labor and material,
David A. Stevens, labor at different times
C. E. Hayes, material for road,
N. H. College, in ft. piping at 15c,
E. T. Emerson, material and labor,
F. E. Doe, labor on road,
G. G. Hoitt, 45 loads gravel at Si load,
Albert Young, 10 loads clay,
J. S. Drew, labor on Falls bridge,
C. E. Hoit, spreading gravel and laying
pipe,
C. E. Stevens, labor on bridge culvert,
L. Thompson, labor and material,
D. Chesley, labor and material on Ches-




Received of Town of Durham, 55° °°
Balance due Agent, $22 90
SAMUEL RUNLETT, Jr., Road Agent.
We hereby certify that the foregoing account of Samuel
Runlett, Jr., Road Agent, is correctly cast and properly
vouched.
LUCIEN THOMPSON, } Al(ditors
CHARLES A. SMART,
i7
Mark II. Mathes, Road Agent, in Account with the Town of
Durham. Dr.
Feb. 15 1S97. Receipt from 'I'reasurer, $636 13
Cr. by Expenditures.
Paid Louis Cummings, labor, $6 00
John H. Edgerley, labor, 4 50
Chas. A. Willey, labor, 1 50
J. B. G. Dame, labor, 7 50
Jacob Edgerley, labor, 3 00
James M. Kent, labor, 12 50
James M. Kent, 10 loads loam, 1 00
Eddie B. White, labor, 6 75
Alonzo Ransom, labor, 150
John R. Page, labor, 7 00
Frank P. Rand, labor, 3 00
James I). Meader, labor, 12 75
James I). Meader, 30 loads loam, 3 00
Wm. B. Langmaid, labor, 10 50
John W. Emerson, labor, 3 50
Fred M. Bunker, labor, 6 00
Chas. A. Mathes, labor, 6 00
Belle S. Mathes, 160 ft. plank, 2 56
Leslie L. Crouch, labor, 7 00
James T. O'Connor, labor, 3 00
Almon M. Davis, labor, 1 00
P. J. Connor, labor, 425
Stephen P. Chesley, Adm'r estate of Sam-
uel Chesley, 22 50
Eli Edgerly, 8 25
Emma E. Mathes heirs. 80 loads loam, 8 00
Samuel Emerson, labor, 1 50
C. H. Pettee on acct., side walk, 50 00
L. E. Mathes, 10 loads loam, 1 00
Jabez H. Stevens, labor, 6 00
t8
Paid Samuel Runlett, Jr., labor on r'd machine, 16 oo
Scammel Grange, stone for bridge, 2 00
Jos. M. R. Adams, labor, 5 °°
T. C. Clark, labor, 1 65
C. E. P. Mathes, labor, 1 5°
Mark H. Mathes, men and team, 68 75
Darius Stevens, labor, 1 5°
John B. York, labor, 3 75
George P. Emerson, labor, 29 87
Esther Buzzell, labor, 53 '3
Esther Buzzell, labor, 14 00
George W. Palmer, labor, n 25
George Caverno, labor, 3 5°
C. L. Jenness, bill,
1 00
Belle S. Mathes, labor, 63 20
Wm. E. Hunt, labor on sidewalk, 1 50
James W. Burnham, labor, 18 50
James W. Burnham, labor, 35 00
fames W. Burnham, labor, 20 36
James W. Burnham, lumber for Jones
bridge, 55
6 7
Albert Demeritt, lumber for Falls bridge, 18 14
$6 3 6 13
Durham, Feb. 15, 1897.
MARK H. MATHES, Road Agent.
We hereby certify that the foregoing account of Mark




CHARLES A. SMART, j
AU(tims '
Feb. 15, 1897.
REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
ON TRUST FUNDS, HELD BY THE TOWN OF
DURHAM.
By vote #of the Town of Durham at the Annual Meeting
March 10,. 1891, and again March 10, 1896, the various trust
funds were to be separated from the Treasurer's book and re-
corded in a separate book kept for such purpose exclusively.
In acccordance with the spirit of these two votes, I have made
a careful search of the town records since 1880, and have
copied every vote relating to any one of the funds, now num-
bering four, in a new book which I have marked Fund Book,
and which I hope will hereafter be made use of as the proper
and only place where the financial statements relative to said
trusts shall be kept, since it is only the income from these
sums of money that is available for any purpose, and that onlv
for the specific purposes named in the various bequests.
I would also. recommend to the voters' consideration, the
vote passed March 12, 1889, by which the "Selectmen were
instructed to appoint an Agent to look after Cemetery Legacies.''
A trust fund should either be rejected at the outset or else be-
ing accepted, should be faithfully used in exact accordance
with the bequest ; and it should be the duty of some specific
agent to see that each income is properly expended.
2
I am indebted to Hod. Joshua B. Smith, Treasurer
of the George Ffrost Temperance Association for the privilege
of examining all the books of that organization and I herewith
present a condensed statement of its receipts and expendi-
tures since Oct. 1882, up to Oct. 1896 ; the last dividend just
turned over to the treasurer does not show on this account as
it does on the Town Treasurer's, thus accounting for the dif-
ference between the footings of the two accounts.
The following record of the votes passed and of the re-
ceipts and expenditures for the entire time each fund has
been held by the town seem to me to be proper matters for
permanent record, and I therefore include them in this report,




Durham, N. H., Feb. 15, 1897.
GEORGE FFROST LEGACY.
I give, bequeath and devise to the Town of Durham (said
Town being legally authorized to receive the same) Ten
Shares of Boston and Albany Railroad Stock in trust for the
following purpose, viz: To begin the creation of a fund
to constitute any Temperance Association which may hereafter
be formed in Durham pledged to total abstinence principles
from all that intoxicates, a Temperance Health insurance
Company, the income only of which tund shall be applied on
just principles to the payment of the expenses of the sickness
of the members of said Association, and for this purpose only,
and requiring an annual assessment upon each individual
member of one dollar
;
and unless the above named trust is ac-
cepted by the Town of Durham, and a Temperance Associa-
tion formed within two years after my decease, fifty or more
of whose members shall be twenty-one years of age, with a
( '(institution and By-Laws adapted to carry the purposes of
2 1
the above bequest into effect, the above legacy, with the divi
dends therefrom, shall revert to my executor to be disposed
of by him in the same manner as other property herein de-
vised to him in trust.
I would recommend in the government of the above pro-
posed Society, a Board of Directors composed of one member
from each School District of Durham.
Given under *ny hand and seal this thirty-first day of
May 1879.
Warrant for Town Meeting, Feb. 19, 18S0. (p. 334,
Clerk's Record Book 1865 to 18S8).
Article 5. To take such action as may be deemed nee
esary or expedient relative to a bequest made by the late
George Ffrost for the establishment of a Temperance Organiza-
tion in said Town of Durham, and carry the same into effect
agreeable to a petition of E. Jenkins and others.
Annual meeting March 9, 1880 (p. 337).
Moved by Joshua B. Smith that a committee of three be
appointed, without any expense to the Town, to take such
steps as may be necessary to carry the purposes of said be-
quest into effect and to make a report at the next fall elec-
tion, and was carried by acclamation :
Moved by E. Jenkins that the bequest contained in the
last will and testament of the late George Ffrost, of ten shares
of the Moston and Albany Railroad stock to the Town of Dur-
ham, be accepted according to the terms of said bequest and
carried by acclamation.
Voted that Ephraim Jenkins, Albert Demeritt and Hamil-
ton A. Mathes be a committee of three on the above motion
of J. B. Smith at the fall election.
Fall election, Nov. 2nd, 1880. (p. 351.)
REPORT OF COMMITTEE.
The undersigned as committee, appointed at the last an-
nual election, to organize a Temperance Association to receive
22
the bequest of the George Ffrost Legacy, would report that
they have not finished their labors in regard to the same and
request a continuance of the same until the next annual elec-
tion.
Durham, Nov. 2, 1S80.
EPHRAIM JENKINS, )
ALBERT DEMERITT, f Committee.
H. A. MATHES,
# )
It was voted to grant the request of the committee.
(I find no record of any report of this committee at the
annual meeting, March 8, 1881. G. H. Whitcher.)
REPORT OF COMMITTEE. (p. 385.)
[882. To the Selectmen of the Town of Durham.
Gents : The committee chosen at the annual
town meeting held March, 1880, to take such steps as may be
necessary for the formation of a Temperance Association to
receive the benefits of the bequest made by the late George
Ffrost in his last will, would most respectfully inform you that
they have complied with the same and have organized such an
Association to be known as the George Ffrost Temperance As-
sociation, having a membership of fifty-eight, all of whom are
more than twenty-one years of age, with a constitution and
by-laws adapted to the government of said Association of




To the Selectmen of the Town of Durham.
Gents : Will you in behalf of the Town, please to
receive the certificates of Bank Stock from Mr. William P.
Ffrost, executor, and hold the same in trust for the benefit of
the George Ffrost Temperance Association of Durham, agree-
able to the will of the late George Ffrost.
Very truly yours,
E. JENKINS,
President of the Association.
23




To cash paid Albert Young, By cash received B. & A. R. R.,
Treasurer, 1 8S 2, $26000 1882, $260 00
1883, 82 00 1883, 82 00
1884, 8800 1884, 8800
1S85, 88 00 1885, 88 00
1886, 156 75 1886, 156 75
1887, 8800 [S87, 8800
18S8. 8800 18SS, 8800
1889, 8800 1889, 8800
1890, 88 00 1890, 88 00
1891, 8800 1891, 88 00
1892, 10400 1S92, 10400
1893, 10400 1893, 10400
1894, 104 00 1894, 104 00
1895, 10400 1895, 10400
J. B. Smith, 1896, 104 00 1896, 104 00
K634 75 ^1,634 75
Financial Statement from Treasurer of The George
Ffrost Temperance Association, From Oct. 18S2 to Oct. 1896.
RECEIPTS.
Dividends from the Town, 5>i>53o 75
Cash from sale of rights, 56 25
Interest from Savings Bank, 197 14
$1,784 14
Membership fees, 292 00
Total, $2,076 14
PAYMENTS.
Sick benefits, $810 00




It was moved by Mr. Bartlett and seconded that we ac-
cept the Legacy under the conditions specified in the will of
Mrs. Anna M. Woodman.
The above motion was put and carried.
Warrant for Annual Meeting, Feb. 25, 1888. (p. 517.)
Article 10. To see if the town will vote to accept in
trust, the sum of three hundred dollars left to the Town of
Durham by the late Anna M. Woodman subject to the con-
ditions named in her will agreeable to Sec. VII. Chap. 49 of
the General Laws as amended at the June session of 18S7.
(This Meeting was prevented by the blizzard of March
12-13, 1888.)
(Warrant for Annual Meeting posted on petition. In this,
Art. 10 of above is again inserted.) Warrant posted March
17, 1S88.
Annual Meeting, April 2nd, 188S. [Record p. 531.]
Moved by E. Jenkins and seconded that the money be







Deposited Dec. 15, 1886, $300 00
Interest and dividends from January 1st,
18*87 t0 Jan - ist j *&9 2 , 58 15
#358 15
payments. TTown Cr.]
1S87. Chas. Woodus, labor, 5 25
1888. J. H. Smart,
"
2 00
1889. J. B. Smith,
"
3 00
1890. J. H. Smart,
"
3 00
1 89 1. J. B. Smith,
"
4 00 17 25
40 90
2 6
1 89 1. Paid W. S. Meserve, bai to Library
as per Legacy, 40 90
Jan 1 st, 1892, bal. on deposit, 300 00
Reed, interest and div'nds to July 1, '95, 39 90
Jan 1,
*
97 , 18 40 58 3°
!58 3o
PAYMENTS.
1892. I). Stevens, 2 00
1892. J. H. Smart, 3 00








" " 20 50
37 5°
Bal. due Library Feb. 15, 1897, 2 ° So
GRIFFITHS LEGACY.
Mrs. Sarah E. Griffiths Legacy to the Town of Durham.
I give and bequeath to the Town of Durham, N. H., the
sum of three hundred dollars, in trust, for the following pur-
poses : To hold, manage and invest the same and expend
the income in making repairs upon my burial lot in said town.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this
third day of Sept, [887.
Sarah E. Griffiths,
Manchester, N. H.
Warrant for Town Meeting, Feb. 2^, 1889.'
Article 8th. To see if the town will vote to accept the
three hundred dollars left in trust by the late Sarah E. Grif-
fiths of Manchester, the income to be used in keeping her
burial lot in repair ; said lot is situated on the Packer's Falls
37
road, on the A. T. Joy farm ; said three hundred dollars to be
accepted agreeable to Sec. 7, Chap. 49 of the General Laws.
[Clerk's Record from 18S9. p. 1.]
March 12. Moved by W. S. Meserve and seconded that
Article eighth be accepted. Carried. [Clerk's record, \>. 8.]
Moved by W. S. Meserve and seconded that we instruct
the Selectmen to appoint an agent to look after cemetery




1889. Rec'd by H. A. Mathes, Treasurer, of
Clough and Clark,
1892. Dep. Feb. 29, J. W. Burnham, Treasurer,
























Bal. not deposited, 1892,
10 06
24 00
Total bal. Feb. 15, 1897, $3406
28
LYDIA SIMPSON BURIAL LOT FUND.
BEQUEST.
To the Town of Durham I give and bequeath the sum of
one hundred dollars, in trust, to use and expend the net in-
come thereof for the care and improvement of the burial lot
where my late husband, Andrew S. Simpson, is now buried f
and where I expect to be buried, and for the care and im-
provement of any lot to which the bodies of myself and hus-
band may be removed.
Annual Meeting, March 10, 1896. Resolved: That we
authorize the Selectmen to accept the above bequest and sign
necessary receipts, and give such guarantee as the executors
of said will shall require to secure the object intended by said
will.
C. H. Pettee offered following. Resolved : That the
Selectmen be authorized to invest, manage and account for
the money thus received in accordance with the Public
Statutes, Chapter 43, Sec. 8-1 1 and 23.
The investment shall be kept separate and distinct from
all other trust funds in the name of "Lydia Simpson burial Tot
fund" and the Selectmen shall cause full and accurate ac-
counts of all such funds to be kept separately in a suitable
book procured and used for that purpose exclusively. Reso-
lution adopted, p. 123,
Received Feb. 15, 1897, from George H.
Frost, $100 00
Invested in Strafford Rank in Rook No. A,
608S, 1 00 00

;o
TREASURER IN ACCOUNT WITH
Cr.
BY CASH PAYMENTS AS FOLLOWS :
Paid dog damage,
THE TOWN OF DURHAM.
Dr.
TO CASH RECEPTS AS FOLLOWS:
On hand Feb. 15, 1896, #233 08
Mark H. Mathes, Collector, on
list of 1893, 10 23






The Trustees of the Durham Public Library submit the
following annual report for the year ending Feb. 15, 1897.
The board reorganized March 21, 1896, and re-elected
the same officers. During the past year one hundred and
eleven books and magazines have been presented to the libra
ry, (see appendix) and two hundred and forty-one books have
been purchased, making the total number now in the library
fifty-one hundred and nineteen books.
The average circulation is the same as last year, two
hundred books per week.
Extra shelving will soon be required, and, as nearly all
the space room on the walls has been utilized, alcoves will
probably have to be built another year.
The trustees would call the attention of our citizens to
the large and valuable donation of books from our Librarian,
Miss Mary E. Smith, who still shows her warm devotion to
the interests of our library.
34
The custom of allowing-' students to'take out a number of
books at a time to aid in lines of study of investigation has
been appreciated except in a few instances.
The charge for insurance in the expenses is for three
y'ears instead of for one year as formerly, and in this way a
saving of thirty dollars, or ten dollars per year is made. There
\vill be no charge for insurance for the next two years.
The library exerts a great influence upon the community,
and every citizen should receive assistance from it. A libra-
ry is a repository of information, suited to all conditions of soci-
ety. Our citizens should, in their youth, cultivate a love for
reading, which will exert an influence for good during their
whole lives, and the library should rank with our public









Bradford, Vt., Public Library, i
Bunker, Eva D.,
Buzzell, Carrie E., 4
Congregational Church, Durham, N. H., r
Democratic State Committee, 1
Dover Public Library, 2
Experiment Station, N. LL, 12
Friend, 6 .
Gallinger, Senator J. H., 16 12
Hayes, John S., Somerville, Mass., 6
Kansas College, A. & M. A., 4
Murkland, Dr. C. S., 2
Neale, George, Dover, 1
Scott, Prof. C. W., !
Smith, Miss Mary E., 70
State Library, N. H., 1
Stokes, A. P., 1
Students, N. H. College,
Thompson, Lucien, 3
Whittier, J. H., Rochester, N. H., 2
Willey, G. F., Manchester, N. H., 1
Wilson, J. T., Nahant, Mass., 1






Paid Curtis Pub. Co., $2 00
Binding Magazines and Books, 20 50
$244 97
Cash on hand, .53
Received from Library Expense Account, Receipts, $205 02
Received from Library Book Account, Receipts, 245 50
Total, $450 52
Expended. Library Expense Account, $205 02
Expended. Library Book Account, 244 97
Total, $449 99
Cash on hand, .53
Mary E. Smith, Treasurer Durham Public Library. We
certify that the foregoing accounts of the Treasurer are prop-




C. W. SCOTT, J Committee.
Durham, N. H. Feb. 13, 1897.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the School District ofDurham, N. H.,
qualified to vote in District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, in said
district, on the thirteenth day of March, 1897, at two o'clock
in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects :
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the School Board for the en-
suing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise for the support of public schools, in addition to that re-
quired by law.
6. To raise money to defray expenses of repairing
school houses as authorized by vote at School Meeting, March
14, 1896.
7. To see if the district will vote to raise a sum of money
for repairing Village school house.
8. To see what action the district will take relative to
adopting by-laws regulating truancy, in accordance with Chap.
92, Sec. 17, of the Public Statutes.
9. To see if the district will vote to use the check list
at the next School Meeting.
10. To choose Auditors and Agents as the voters may
judge necessary for managing the district.
ir. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
(iiven under our hands at said Durham, this 24th day of
February, 1897.
HAITI E S. WATSON, )
G. H. WHITCHER, \ School Board.
CHARLES S. LANG I TV, \
A true copy of the warrant. Attest :
HATTIE S. WATSON, )
G. H. WHITCHER, \ School Board.
CHARLES S. LANG LEY. \
ANNUAL REPORT
OF
The Board of Education,
For the Year Ending Feb. 15, 1897.
The close of the present fiscal year finds us with five
schools in a prosperous condition. The teachers are capable
and faithful, and wide awake bright scholars are the result of
their earnest efforts.
The members of the W. C. T. U. will be pleased to learn
that a large number of the pupils have taken hold of the study
of Physiology, from the "Authorized Series" with evident
pleasure; while nearly, if not quite, every scholar studies a
certain amount of it either from the text books or from oral
instruction.
There are many scholars whose names should appear on
the Roll of Honor, if the effort to be punctual was all that was
necessary, because nothing but sickness or absolute necessity
ever keeps them from school. But the names that belong on
that Roll are those of scholars who have been "neither absent
nor tardy during the term." So, if a scholar is unfortunate
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enough to be sick, even for a half day his name cannot rightly
go on the list, no matter how much deserving he may be in
other respects. Scholars to succeed in school and to keep
up with their classes, must make it their most important busi-
ness to attend the sessions regularly, and to devote the time
during the school hours to faithful study, as well as to obedi-
ence to the teacher's wishes. There is no other way to insure
the prosperity of a school. Teachers and scholars must work
together willingly, and, back of these, the parents must use
their influence to uphold the teacher in all her efforts for the
good of the school.
The Mast Road School has been unfortunate during the
winter term in having a case of scarlet fever, the scare causing
the attendance of the remaining members to be decidedly ir-
regular. Otherwise there would have been quite a list on the
Roll of Honor.
The Mast Road and Point Schools have undergone quite
extensive repairs, and Packer's Falls has had its share as the
Treasurer's report will fully show.
Now it remains for the citizens of Durham to appropriate
a sum of money sufficient to put the Village school house in
thorough repair and see if it can be made comfortable during
the cold weather. It is a question with some whether the fur-
nace is too small or whether the chimney is at fault, but one
thing is very evident to both teachers and scholars, that the
temperature many days has been entirely too low for their
comfort and safety. Several days school has closed altogether,
and other days it would have been belter to have closed, be-
cause of the cold.
The building leaks in many places, causing the plastering
to become much defaced.
'Hie rooms are well equipped with maps, apparatus and
working materials, and now it remains to make them attrac-
tive and comfortable. The time has come when a Truant offi-
cer has become a necessity, especially in the Village district.
4<
Even though he may not have to exercise his power very often,
the knowledge that such an officer exists will act as a whole
some restraint upon those boys who habitually absent them-
selves from school without apparent excuse. The School
Board has the power to appoint a Truant officer, but it de-
volves upon the voters to adopt a set of resolutions or rules
that shall make his office effective. There have been many
cases of absence or tardiness that would not have occurred
had there been a truant officer.
As the people of Durham are generally noted for their
intelligence and culture, they should make every possible ef-









Second Term. Charles M. Tuttle, May K. Stevens.
Third Term. Charles M. Futile, Frank R. Brown,
May E. Stevens, Arthur M. Pike, Horace J. Pettee.
Village Primary.
First Term. Esther Burnham, Mary Burnham, Charles
E. Morrison, Mark Foss, Leslie M. Jones.
Second Term. Esther Y. Burnham, Lena Jones, Helen
Stevens, Mark Fuss, Bertha Marston, Sarah Runlett,
Alvin Foss, Winfred Hanson.
Third Term. Esther V. Burnham, Bertha Marston,
Carl Stevens, Mary Burnham, Leon Jones.
1 >urham Point School.
First Term. Bertha Dame, George Kent, Marion Kent.
Second Term. Fred Edgerly, George W. Kent, John
Edgerly.
Third Term. Joseph Dowling, George Rand, George
W. Kent, Jesse Rand, Andrew Welch.
Packer's Falls School.
First Term. Winnie A. Francis, Robert Francis, Maud
(Hidden.
Second Term. Cynthia Corson, Winnie Francis, Bes-
sie Long, Sadie Corson, Robert Francis, Bertie Phil-
brick, Roger Scott.
Third Term. Prim Bascom, Winnie Francis, Harry
Waydock, Robert Francis, Grover Waydock.
M wi Road School.
First 'Term. Mamie Chesley, Nellie Chesley.























The following financial statement shows the receipts and
expenditures of school funds for the year just closed.
As the school houses needed some repairing, the town
voted that the Board make necessary repairs and hire money
for same.
The school law requires an enumeration of school chil-
dren, and also an observance of Memorial Day.
. The Mast Road school house has been plastered and
painted, and, as there were some extra seats on hand they
were used and enough more purchased to make out the num-
ber required.
At the Point school house, the back wall had started off;
by putting rods in, this was brought back in place; the walls
were kalsomined, ceiling whitewashed and seats varnished,
and seats have been put in the entry.
At Packer's falls, the walls were kalsomined, ceiling
whitewashed and seats varnished.
At the Village, storm windows have been put on.
There have been 32 weeks of school and the year's ex-
penses have been met.
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Receipts
Cash on hand, .
46
R. H. Shaw, i day, $2 00
Winter, Lura K. Kimpton, 10 weeks, too 00
Village Primary.
Spring, J. Florence Hicks, 11 weeks, no 00
Fall, Dora Meserve, 10 w'ks, 4 | days, 109 00
Fall, R. H. Shaw, 1-2 day, 1 00
Winter, Dora W. Meserve, 10 weeks, 100 00
Packer's Falls.
Spring, Annie R. Long, 10 weeks,
Fall,
" " 12 "
Winter,
" " 11 "
Mast Road.
Spring, Dora W. Meserve, 1 1 weeks,
Fall, Josephine Bryant, 1 1 weeks,




Prang Educational Co., $i i 52
Leach, Shewell & Sanborn, 6 00
Leach, Shewell & Sanborn, 5 88
Mrs. David Watson, care of books, 15 00
Scales & Quimby, posters, 1 75
JANITORS.
Village, James Stevens, Spring, $34 80
Fall, jj
" Grace Stevens, Winter. 32 40
Packer's Falls, Forest K. Dame, Spring, 5 00
" '•' "
Winter, 23 30
Durham Ft., Harrie E. Rand, 24 00
Mast Road, Grant Farwel! 9 50
" Eddie Cate, 2 00
FUEL.
C. E. Hayes, Coal, $149 55




M. G. Woodman, wood, 8 00



















44 60 $135 00
MEMORIAL DAY EXERCISES.
Scales & Quimby, posters, 81 75
Jas. W. Burnham, transportation, 8 00
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Jas. F. Gallagher, mdse, $i 40
Durham Cornet Band, 10 00
John Smart, care of town hall, 1 00 $22 15
ENUMERATING SCHOOL CHILDREN.
T: W. Schoonmakcr, securing statistics, $11 20
Republican Press Ass., blank cards, 1 20 $12 40
TUITION.
Newmarket School Dist., $82 00
Ira B Hill, 32 w'ks at Dover, 16 00
Ira B. Hill, 32 w'ks at Dover last year, 16 00 $114 00
INSURANCE.
J. H. Stevens, on schoolhouses, $68 00
F. E. Doe,
" "
30 00 $gS 00
REPAIRS.
Village School.
James Stevens, setting glass, $ r 00
F. E. Doe, labor, ' 3 2 °
|ohn H. Drew, putting on window, 1 25
|. B. Folsom, glass, 2 60
D. Foss & Son, storm windows, 19 35 $27 40
Mast Road.
C. E. Hayes, paint and supplies, $ 9 30
Converse and Hammond, lumber, 10 09
E. W. Hooper, mason work, 1216
Robert Parker, painting outside house, 7 00
« " " inside " 9 00
1'. f. Bunker, labor with team, 3 03
U. S. Furniture Co., desks, 30 80
('. L. J enness, hardware, 1 83
('. S. Langley, cash for hardware, 2 84
F. K. Doe, labor, 3 40
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F. H. Neal, hardware, 95 $9° 4°
Packer's Kails.
Robert Parker, labor on school house,
A. Moulton, funnel,
C. E. Hayes, varnish and supplies, 5 oo $15 25
Point School house.
Robert Parker, varnishing & whitewashing
A. Moulton & Co., funnel,
Si imersworth Machine Co., 4 rods,
C. L. Jenness, woodfiller
j. P>. Folsom paint,
Converse & Hammond, lumber,
C. E. Hayes, paint and varnish, 5 50 36 23
MISCELLANEOUS.





" Packers Falls s. h.,
B. &. M. R. R., freight on seats,
" " "
castings,
]as. \V. Burnham, use of teams.
C. A. Smart, mowing school yard,
VV. A. Morrill, duster and dustpan,
F. L. Mathes, cleaning Pt. clock,
C. E. Hayes, supplies,
Sarah F. Edgerly, cleaning Pt. s. h.,
lames Stevens, express,
Grace Stevens, cleaning windows,
James Stevens, setting glass,
|. L. Hammett, slating for blackboards,
Edson C. Eastman, order books,
G. H. Whitcher, car fare,
C. S. Langley, car tare and labor on s. h.
$1
5°
C. S. Langley, postage, 2 00
C. E. Hayes, school supplies, 1 94 $72 13
CHARLES S. LANGLEY,
Treasurer of School Board.
We the undersigned, hereby certify that we have exam-
ined the foregoing accounts of the Treasurer of the School
Board and find them correctly cast and properly vouched.
LUCIEN THOMPSON,| ,.
CHARLES A. SMART, j
Al"ut0!s -
Durham, N. H. Eeb. 15, 1897.




YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1896.
GEORGE D. STEVENS, Town Clerk.






























































Lapreaux, N. B. .
EastonN. H










































POE THE YEAE ENDING DECEMBEE 31, 1896.
Names of Parents. Birthplace ofParents.
W H H & Ellen J. Nesbit
John and Mary McLeon
Franklin-Eliza Hosmer













Mat. J-Sus'n F Harvey..
Jas. M-Mary A Kent....
Ozro D -Pric'la Page
Daniel-Mary Campbell.




Potts Greene & Harisb'g
Scotland & Scotland
Madbury and Durham..











Name, Residence and Official



































Scott ¥. Herskey, Boston.
Mass.
O. H. Tracy, Somersworth,
N. H.
M. Ii. Bisbee, Hanover, N. H.
J. 1). Kingsbury, Bradford,
Mass.
James Thurston, Dover, N. H.
Ithamar W. Heard, " "
Abbott P. Davis, Newmarket,
N. 11.
Abboit P. Davis, Newmarket.
N. H.
Oliver D. Sewell, Durham,
N. II.
Charles N. Tilton, Newmar-
ket, N. H.
Ithamar W. Beard, Dover,
N. H.
Oliver D. Sewell, Durham,
N. II.
FOE THE YEAE ENDING DECEMBEE 31, 1896.
Name of Father.















































Neuralgia of heart .
Phthisic
Sudden Cardiac Neurosis
Heart Disease
_>

iflP^Vi-;
1
: .
